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NEVIUSIA ALABAMENSIS IN ARKANSAS 


Dwight Munson IMoore 


In late April, 1955, the writer’s attention was called to some 
strange shrubs growing on a low sandstone ridge about six air- 
miles northwest of Conway, Arkansas, in the southeastern 
corner of Conway County, next adjacent to Faulkner County 
in which Conway lies. These were growing in some quantity 
along the sandstone ridge, extending some two hundred yards. 
Specimens of the plant were collected and, although past their 
blooming period, were easily identified as Neviusia, alabciMensis 
Gray. Search in the University of Arkansas Herbarium revealed 
four other sheets collected in 1925 by D. Demaree along the 
cliffs of Cove Creek, in the northern part of Faulkner County, 
and identified then as Physocarpus. These also proved to be 
Neviusia alabamensis Grav. 

For nearly one hundred years, Neviusia alabamensis, a mono- 
typic species of Rosaceae, has been generally considered a very 
definite endemic in the state of Alabama. It had been found 
in 1857 by Drs. R. D. Nevius and W. S. Wyman along the 
cliffs of Black Warrior River a few miles from Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama. It was sent to Dr. Asa Gray who described it (1858) 
as a new genus and species, naming it for one of the discoverers. 
Dr. Nevius. Within the next fiftv vears other stations for this 
same shrub were found in three other counties of northern 
Alabama, but it was still considered a very limited endemic for 
that state. It has thus been referred to by (diapman (1884), 
Mohr (1901), Harper (1906), Small (1913, 19.i3). Rydberg (1918), 

and Bailey (1935). 

In 1918, Dr. J. C. Th. Uphof, whil(‘ making an extended 
ecological study in southern Missouri, found a single specimen 
of this shrub about eight mih's west of Poplar Bluff, Missouri. 
He reported this in 1921 in a German publication, and in 1922, 


while writing up the ecology of south(^ast(‘rn Missouri, men¬ 
tioned finding this plant. Unfortunately, his specimens were 
destroyed before he got th(*m liack to U. S. herbaria from Hol¬ 
land, and little attention was paid to his find. As Dr. Uphof 
said, it was apparently an adventive, probably having been 
started from seed dropped by birds from Alabama or some 
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Fig. 1. Map of southeastern United States showing location of collections of 
Neviusia alabamcnsis Gray at 1. Tuscaloosa (1857) (type locality); 2. other nortliern 
Alabama counties; 3. Poplar Bluff, Mo. (1918) 4. Govt* Greek, Ark. (1925); Conway 
Co., Ark. (1955). Continuous line indicates margin of Coastal Plain. 


hitherto unknown location in '^ronn('ss(‘<‘. llow(‘vor, Harper 


(1928), in his ('dialogue of Ihe Trees, 



and \ ines of 


Alabama, acknowledged the new disco\(‘ry and mentioned it as 
the only place outside of Alabama wluni^ this plant had been 
found growing wild. In 1931 Fernald <"dl(‘d att(Mition to the 
relationship of this unique plant to its n(‘ar('st relative, Kerria, 
in eastern Asia, and Bailey (1935) refers to it as very limited in 

apparently did not 



Alabama. Palmer and St(‘V(‘rmark ( 
consider the report of this one specimen sufficient for including 
it in their Catalogue of the Flowering Plants of Mtssonrt, or they 
doubted Uphof’s identificat ion. ('omj)ai ison of Uphof’s <lrawing, 
here reproduc(‘d, with (Iray’s original drawing (1858) seems to 
leave no doubt as to his accuracy. I'Ammi as lat(‘ as 1941, ('ain 
refers to A^eviusia as an (warnple of (wtnmu' local (Midemism, 
showing it on a map as locatiid only at 4'uscaloo.sa. 

With two Arkansas stations for this unu.sual plant, it s(‘emed 
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logical to pursue further the reported find in southeastern 
Missouri. Search in July, H)55, in the region indicated west 
of Poplar Bluff, failed to reveal any evidence of the plant. 
However, this is not surprising. wIumi consideration is given 
to all the changes of roads, fields, and other marks of ‘civiliza¬ 
tion.’ P’urthermore, it may still la^ jXKSsible to find this or more 
plants of the same kind if it is sought in the spi’ing when it 
would be in flower. 

This now .seems to mak(‘ a very d(‘finit(‘ picture. By placing 
these locations on a map (fig. I) showing th(‘ Mi.ssissippi embay- 
ment of the old (Julf ('oastal Plain, it may bo .seen that the orig¬ 
inal find lav <ni the east(M’n side of the (*mbavm(;nt, whil(‘ the 

% 

one from Mis.souri and the two from Arkansas an* on the north¬ 
western side of this embayiiKMit. In Alal>ama th(\v are reported 
on sandstone, shale, and limc'stoiu'. In Mis.souri it was reported 
on sandy loam, while in .Vrkansas th(‘ finds were both on sand- 
stone outcrops. In all cas(\s th(\v app(‘ar to b(‘ on carboniferous 
or subcarboniferous formations. (l(‘ological evidence points 
to the fact that this j)articular area, has In'cn (‘xpo.sed above the 
encroachments of th(‘ .sea since the late Paleozoic or early Meso¬ 
zoic. This might haul us to beli(‘\'<‘ that Ncviusia alabainensia 
would be cla.ssified as an e|)ibiotic. a nJatively old relic species, 
according to ('ain ( H)44), rather than a strict endemic which 
he would consider to be a relati\’ely youthful .sj)ecies. At least. 
Xevriisia aUliKUficnfiis may no longt'r be considered to be strictly 
an .\labama (Mid(‘mic, l)ut like a f(‘w otlu'r specie's it must be 
shared with oth('r similarlv locate'd states. 

(h’edit should Ix' given to .Mr. .Marvin Lawson of ('onway who 
had .seen these plants th(*r(‘ and r(‘cognized them as something 
unusual and who called th<*m to the atte'iition of the writer. 
J'hanks an' also ('.xte'iided to Dr. Hugh litis for his encourage¬ 
ment in th(' pursuit of this unusual find, and to Drs. Uphof atid 
Harper who have' aiele'el in the location e>f some' e)lel recorels 
which have' he'lpe'd materially in ge'tting this more' nearly com¬ 
plete picture of Ncrivsia (ilahnnii‘n.sis. .\t. Poplar Bluff, Me)., 
Mr. Frank 1 learner was \'erv co<")j)erative in the attempt tei 
releicate Uphof’s station.— rNivEusrrv of aukan.sas, fayette- 

VILLP:, ARKANSAS. 
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Humboldt and American IbrrANY.' —“Alexander, that is 
a beautiful name. I seem to recall an earth-conqueror by that 


name. Do you wish to be 


a compieror?” 




Yes, Sire,—but 


with my head.” So replied Alexamhu’ von Humboldt, aged 
eight, to King Frederick the Great. At the end ol a long life 
there arrived in Berlin in 1857 an .\merican, Bayard Taylor. 
He remarked, “I came to Berlin not to visit its museums, and 
galleries, its operas, its tln^atres, not to mingle in the gay life— 
but for the sake of seeing and speaking with the world’s greatest 

living man—Alexander von Humboldt.” 

For Humboldt had .seen both Bogotii and Baltimore, had 
conversed with Indian tribes and that student of Indian vo- 

1 Humboldt. Tuk Life and ^I'imeh of Alexandeii von Humboldt. 18.50. 

Holmut do Terra. Alfrinl A. Knopf, N. V. i-xvi. l-SKB, i-ix. S iilatos, .3 maps. 19.5.5. 














